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ABSTRACT 
 
2013 Curriculum points out English is no longer recommended as a local content subject in 
elementary schools in Indonesia. This policy does not seem to make parents and practitioners stop 
introducing English for young learners in Indonesia. There are some reasons to keep providing these 
learners with English. One of themdeal with the need to prepare young learners with the ability to 
communicate in English earlier which in turn will facilitate them to cope with and compete in global 
communication. Realizing the importance of providing young learners with the ability to communicate 
in English, this paper promotes English Club as an extracurricular activity for young learners in 
order to enhance the learners’ ability to communicate in English. This paper introduces format that 
can be applied by teachers, tutors, facilitators and practitioners of English club for young learners 
and the procedure as well which will give the members of the club a wide range of practice which will 
contribute to the members’ ability to communicate in English. In order to give a clear picture how 
activities in English club improve young learners’ ability to communicate in English, a sample activity 
is also included in this paper. 
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INTRODUCTION 
The implementation of 2013 Curriculum gives significant effects to the teaching of 
English to young learners in Indonesia.  English is no longer recommmended as local content 
subject in elementary schools. Dealing with this issue, Deputy Minister of Education and 
Culture, Musliar Kasim points out that two strong reasons for shifting the position of English 
as a subject in elementary school. The firts reason deals with deep concern that English 
subject will increase students' cognitive burden, and th other one is that elementary school 
students become less focused in learning the national language (Indonesian) (Dewantara, 
2014). 
However, such policy does not seem to stop parents and practitioners English for 
Young Learners to introduce this language to such group of learners. There are some reasons 
dealing with the importances of teaching English to young learners in Indonesia. Cameron 
(2001: 16-17) writes that there are many advantages that can be obtained when foreign 
languages (e.g. English) are taught in early years, especially for listening skills such as term 
pronunciation long in a realistic context. Pufahl and colleagues (2001) found that starting 
learning foreign language earlier increases the achievement of language proficiency at higher 
level. In line with this, Ur (2000: 286-288) suggests some of these assumptions are as follows: 
 3rd International Conference  on Education 2018 
Teachers in the Digital Age 
Batusangkar, September 12-13 2018 
 
390 
(1) children learn faster and better than adults, (2) foreign language learning at school it 
should start early, (3) children learn language in a way same, (4) adults have a longer 
concentration range than children, and (5) younger children are interested and motivated than 
adults. (Zulhermindra and Rahmawati, 2014).  
In addition, another benefit of introducing and teaching English for young learners is 
that students have better psycological self-readiness than those who have not studied English 
at their elementary level. In the world of language teaching, the term critical hypothesis was 
put forward by Lenneberg in 1967, that foreign language learning in children showed better 
results than in adults. When children enter puberty, brain function will experience changes. 
(Adinegoro, 2013) In line with this, Ur (2000: 286-288) suggests some of these assumptions 
are as follows: (1) children learn faster and better than adults, (2) foreign language learning at 
school it should start early, (3) children learn language in a way same, (4) adults have a longer 
concentration range than children, and (5) younger children are interested and motivated than 
adults. (Zulhermindra and Nina Suzanne, 2015) 
In response to the importance of English, Deputy Minister of Education and Culture, 
Musliar Kasim suggest that if elementary schools wants to provide English for their students 
as an additional subject, they may include the subject into local content or offer it as an 
extracurricular activity. (Chris Dewantara, 2014). In the Government Regulation no 19/25 on 
National Education Standards, it is stated that every school may give an opportunity to 
develop its students’ competency by applying an extracurricular program. Extracurricular is a 
program which is not part of the course that a student is doing at a school, different schools 
may have different extracurricular program. The main reason of the establishment of 
extracurricular program is to accommodate or give spaces for students in developing their 
talent and interest. (Virgiyanti, 2013) 
Extracurricular activities in education units are developed with the following 
principles: (1) active participation, namely that Extracurricular Activities require full 
participation of students in accordance with their interests and choices; and (2) it is fun that 
Extracurricular Activities are carried out in an atmosphere that is encouraging for students. 
(Peraturan Menteri Pendidikan Dan Kebudayaan Republik Indonesia Nomor 62 Tahun 2014).  
In response to the importance of introducing English to young learners, the possibility 
of offering English as extracuricular activity, and requirements of establishing extracurricular 
activity -  active participation and fun – English club may be one of the solutions. There are 
many reasons why English clubs can help learners of all ages and levels improve their 
English. The most important reason is that they offer learners a chance to practice English by 
actually speaking it. There are other advantages, too. English clubs are less formal than a 
classroom setting. Many learners find them more fun than usual English classes. They also let 
learners practice English in more real-life situations. This can increase a learner’s desire to 
practice and learn on their own. (Dierking, 2017). In addition, English Club aims to promote 
the use of English and to provide pupils with opportunities to use English purposefully. Its 
activities are pupil-centred and often involve pupils’ participation in external competitions, 
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making the learning experience both fun, dynamic and authentic.  (St. Anthony's Primary 
School, 2014). Futhermore, students who lack interaction, motivation in the classroom, either 
because they are introvert, shy or they have a low language level, the English club might be a 
good solution to involve them with their friends in doing various activities and to make weak 
student active. The good thing about creating an English club giving chance to students to 
study English with fun and it is also a place for students to improve their English. (Enroll, 
2015). Eventhough the primary goals of English clubs are communicating and practicing 
English,  English club activities may incorporate reading, writing, listening, speaking, and 
critical thinking, the focus is on practicing oral language skills—speaking and listening to 
English (Malu and Smedley, 2016) 
Some studies also reveal that English Clubs have contributed to the improvement of 
students proficiency in English. For example english kids extracurricular activity develops 
students speaking skill Ramadhona  (2017). However, some problems in the implementation 
is the facilitator and school facilities that may cause students to be less motivated to learn 
English (Yulia and Widyarini, 2018) 
This paper promotes English Club as an extracurricular activity for young learners in 
order to enhance the learners’ ability to communicate in English. This paper introduces format 
that can be applied by teachers, tutors, facilitators and practitioners of English club for young 
learners and the procedure as well which will give the members of the club a wide range of 
practice which will contribute to the members’ ability to communicate in English. In order to 
give a clear picture how activities in English club improve young learners’ ability to 
communicate in English, a sample activity is also included in this paper 
 
THEORETICAL REVIEW 
Young Learners 
Definition 
Philips (as quoted by Nagy, 2011: 1) defines young learners as children who enter 
early school age (5 or 6 years) until they are 11 or 12 years old. Cameron (2001:) suggests 
that young learners are children under 14 years of age. Suyanto (2007: 15) points out that 
young learners are children who are in primary school age between 6 to 12 years. Nunan 
(2005: 2) also found that young learners can be defined as children between the ages of 5 and 
12 years. Mc Kay (2006: 1) asserts that young learners are children who are at the stage of 
early age and elementary school. In the context of age, they are between the ages of 5 and 12 
years. Furthermore, Lefever (2007: 27) writes that young learners are children who are in the 
transition stage which is between 5 to 8 years (Zulhermindra and Rahmawati, 2014)   
Slatterly and Willis (2001: 4) as quoted by Joan Kang Shin (2006), distinguishes 
young learners and very young learners. According to them Young Learners (YL) are students 
who are aged 7-12 years, while Very Young Learners (VYL) are those who are under 7 years 
old (Zulhermindra and Rahmawati, 2014). In addition, Pinter (2011) divides young learners 
into three groups. The first is children who start pre-school at about the age of three, the 
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secondis the group of children who start primary school at around the age of 5-7 and finish 
primary school 11 or 12, although in some countries it happens at around the age of 13 or 14 
(Puskas, 2016:11) 
In line with the above opinion, Ersöz (2007) classifies young learners into three 
groups, namely: 1) very young learners, those who are at the age of 3-6 years, those who are 
at pre-school level, 2) young learners those who are at the age of 7-9 years. They are at levels 
1 - 3 elementary school, and 3) older / late young learners are those who are aged 10-12 years 
and are at levels 4 - 6 elementary school (Zulhermindra and Suzanne, 2015). 
 
Characteristics  
Teaching of English to young learners cannot be separated from the young learners’ 
characteristics ehich make them different from learners of older ages. Young learners tend to 
learn implicitly rather than explicitly (Cameron, 2001; Halliwell, 1992; Keddle, 1997; Pinter, 
2006; Slatterly and Willis, 2001). They can understand meaningful messages, but cannot 
analyze the language as a system yet. Within this line, it is a crucial need to present and use 
the language within 'meaningful contexts' reflecting the authentic use of language (Cameron, 
2001; Halliwell, 1992) (Arikana  and Taraf,  2010). In addition, Halliwell (1992) points out 
several qualities of young learners that she considers really useful for language learning. She 
claims that children a) are already very good at interpreting meaning without understanding 
the individual words, b) can use limited language in a creative way, c)  learn indirectly rather 
than directly, d) tend to find and create fun in what they do, e) have a wonderful imagination, 
and f) have a great delight in talking  (Puskas, 2016:11). Furthermore, In addition, Puskas 
(2016), share some ideas how  to introduce English to young learners: 
a. The activities should be as simple as possible so that the children can understand them. 
b. Instructions should be clear and straightforward so that the children understand what is 
expected from them. 
c. The emphasis should be put on oral activities – speaking and listening – rather than writing 
and reading. With very young learners(from about 3 to 7 years) listening activities should 
take up a large proportion of class time so that the children can get a large proportion of 
language input. 
d. Use plenty of repetition to give children the opportunity to revise and learn what you have 
taught them. 
e. Go slowly, take into consideration the principle of ‘less is more’do less language items 
within a longer period of time. Children should be given positive experience of language 
learning and must feel that foreign language is manageable and can be learnt in a funny 
and enjoyable way so that they stay motivated for the later stages of learning. 
f. Start with simple vocabulary, just words, not sentences. Sentences should be introduced 
gradually, only when the teacher makes sure the children understand the language. 
g. Tasks should be within their abilities, they should be achievable but at the same time 
sufficiently stimulating for them to feel satisfied withtheir work in the end of each lesson. 
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h. Use games, songs, stories to make the lesson more enjoyable and fun. 
i. Try to involve plenty of physical movement in the activities. Always have a routine, 
children need to be familiar with certain actions, repeated motives, tasks or characters, it is 
important that they know what to expect and feel comfortable. 
j. Use shorter activities. Children have a short attention span; they will not follow the activity 
if it is too long and complicated. 
k. Vary the type of activities frequently, children need to be involved and must be kept 
attentive, otherwise they start fidgeting or become distracted. 
l. Use plenty of visual aids; they help children understand language before knowing or using 
it. 
m. Use body language, facial expressions, mimics, gestures as often as possible. They are 
useful not just for making your lessons more enjoyable and understandable, but also help 
avoid immediate translation. 
n. Try to focus less on grammar and more on communication. 
o. Respect your students and be realistic about what they can manageand have realistic 
expectations from them. 
p. Like your students equally – show them you care and do not have blue-eyed boys or girls, 
do not show that you prefer certain children.Children have very clear sense of fairness. 
q. Always be organized, well-prepared and have a plan. Children feel more secure if they 
know that the teacher is reliable, s/he knows what s/he is doing and is reliable. 
r. Do not give children English names or change their names in any other way. They should 
be allowed to keep their identity and names no matter what other language they are using. 
s. End the lesson with a quiet activity to calm the children down for their next lesson. 
 
English Club 
An English Club is a place for language learners to use English in a casual setting. In 
an English Club, the learners get a chance to practice many different skills in a setting that is 
more like real life. Eventhough their English teacher understands your English, their English 
Club friends will require you to speak more clearly and listen more carefully. (English Club. 
No date) 
In addition, English clubs provide an opportunity for English language learners to practise 
using English in a relaxed and friendly setting. English clubs give students a chance to 
practice English in a relaxed, informal environment, and to meet new people. (Thomas 
Ewens, 2013). English clubs allow English language learners to practice speaking in an 
informal, relaxed environment.  (Spoken English Practice .2015) 
To be able to arrive at the aims of the establishment of an English club, Ewens (2014) 
provide some principles can be used as a guidance. Those principles are  
1. A good English club should be participant-centred. Some strategies to achieve this are by 
give participants opportunities to express themselves creatively in English, for example, 
through drama, poetry or storytelling. Alternatively, give them opportunities to explore 
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visual communication, for example art or dance, with a post-performance discussion in 
English. 
2. A good English club plays and important social role. An English club can be a chance to 
meet new people and make new friends (both for both moderators and participants). This 
can be incredibly important for students studying English abroad, for example. Try to 
arrange the schedule so that there is time for people to stay and talk afterwards. 
3. A good English club gives people freedom. Students often appreciate the freedom from 
syllabi, exams and learning objectives. Facilitators should concerns with this freedom.  
4. A good English club is rooted in the community. Facilitators may organize visits to local 
places or interest, or invite people from the local community in to talk to the participants of 
an English Club.. 
5. A good English club is fun. Whatever the topic and the activities, a facilitator should be 
able to make English fun and enjoyable.  
There are some benefits and advantages that can be obtained from English club 
activities. English clubs primarily help participants improve two skills – speaking and 
listening. This implies that if the the students want to more fluent in listening and speaking 
English, and gain confidence, an English Speaking club is a great place to start practicing. 
(Spoken English Practice, 2015). In addition, According to Enroll, 2015), English club also 
give benefits as follow: 1) enhancing communication and collaboration. This is made possible 
since in English clu, participants should communicate each other in groups and with the 
participants from the other groups. 2) Fostering creativity and innovation. By joining English 
club, the participants should be creative and innovative dealing with the group performance 
they should do, such as negotiating group names, and chants. 3) Encouraging autonomous 
learning. Different from typical English class in which the teachers dominate the class, 
English club give the participants opportunity to participate in any activities autonomously. 4) 
Creating an atmosphere of ease and relaxation where any activities should be carried out in 
fun and enjoyable way. 5) Cultivating good hobbies and habits and Making new friends.   
 
PROMOTING ENGLISH CLUB AS AN EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITY FOR 
YOUNG LEARNERS: SUGGESTED PROCEDURE 
This section discusses the procedure of introducing English Club as an extracurricular 
activity for young learners. There are three main steps that can be used to familiarize students 
with the format and the procedure of English Club. Those steps are Orientation, Modeling and 
Main activities. Each of the steps will be elaborated as follow 
 
Orientation 
The first meeting of English Club activities deals with Otientation in which the 
students are introduced with :  1) the nature of English Club and Activities that will be carried 
out in English Club activities, 2) Introducing and familiarizing theme songs (Opening, Middle 
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and Closing Theme Songs) used during the English Club activities, Dividing students into 4 
groups and assigning each group to name the group and prepare the group chants, and 4) 
Introducing the activity layout where students sit in groups and the four groups form U 
formation with space in the middle as STAGE. The orientation can be done by using sudents’ 
mother tongue (i.e. Bahasa Indonesia) to make sure that they can understand about English 
Club and supported visual presentation to make it more interesting. 
Dealing with the nature of English Club, the students are introduced with the 
definition of English Club, why the students need English club, how English Club is carried 
during the English Club activities and what topic they are going to deals with for every 
meeting. The topics that they are going to performs are: Master of Ceremony, English Songs, 
Language Games, Poetry, Story Telling, and Drama/Roleplay.  
Next, in this meeting students will be introduced to theme songs that they will sing 
during English Club activities. Those songs are Opening, Middle and Closing  Theme Songs. 
An Opening song should be the one that create motivation and spirit to join the activity. 
Dealing with this goal, an opening theme song should be upbeat or happy one. The middle 
them song aims at refreshing and relaxing students after being assigned to have a prepaation 
for group presentation. Closing theme song aims at relieving students physically and 
psychologically after joining the  activity and building more motivation to joing the activity 
for next meting. In this paper, the following songs: Happy Wanderer, The More We Get 
Together and Sing Your Way Home are suggested  for opening, middle and closing theme 
songs respectively. The lyrics are provided in appendix 2.  
Dividing students into 4 groups and assigning each group to name the group and 
prepare the group chants is the third step that can be done to make sure that in the upcoming 
meetings they are ready to sit and collaborate in their groups to decide their group names and 
their chants. In this steps students are free to name their group and assigned to share the 
phylosophy behind the names. In this step, teachers as facilitators may help students to create 
their chants, especially dealing with English expressions they need in their chants.  
Finally, students are familiarized with the layout of the English Club activities. This 
layout requires that student sit in two rows facing stage as the centre of the activities. This 
layout enable them to discuss in small group by having the front rows of thr group turn their 
seat back facing the mmembers sitting the back rows and return the seat to the initial position 
as they approach for group performance. The layout can be seen in appendix 3.  
After the first meeting completed, the next steps deals with the second meeting in which the 
facilitator models how English Club works. 
 
Modeling 
As it is introduced previously, this part deals a model of carrying out an English club 
activity. In this step, the facilitator will act as a master of ceremony and topic presenter as 
well in order to provide the participants a clear picture how an English Club activity works in 
one meeting. To start this step, the facilitator should make sure that the partcipants have 
 3rd International Conference  on Education 2018 
Teachers in the Digital Age 
Batusangkar, September 12-13 2018 
 
396 
already sat in their own groups that were established in the first meeting and have prepared 
group chants. The faciltator should has also prepared videos for opening, middle and closing 
theme songs, speakers, visual presentation for the second meeting (and first topic) MASTER 
OF CEREMONY and any printed materials and  electical devices needed for the presentation. 
After these needed preparations have been made, the next phase is carried out. The procedure 
is as follows: 
1. Facilitator acting as an MC opens and greets the participants 
2. Facilitator acting as an MC leads the class to sing “HAPPY WANDERER” as the  
“OPENING THEME SONG” with help of video prepared previously. 
3. Facilitator acting as an MC leads the group to present their yel-yel (chants) 
4. Facilitator acting as an MC introduces the nature of “MASTER OF CEREMONY, 
distributes sample MC scripts and shows how to present as an MC.  
5. Facilitator assigns each group to prepare a presentation on Master of Ceremony. The 
script that the facilitator provides and distributes deals with how to host an English 
club activity. Partcipants may choose whether they will perform as an MC individual, 
in pairs, a group of 3, 4 ,5, etc depending on their redainess and convenience. A 
sample of MC script is providen in apendix 4.   
6. Facilitator acting as an MC leads the class to sing “THE MORE WE GET 
TOGETHER” as the “MIDDLE THEME SONG” to refresh the partcipants before 
group presentation 
7. Facilitator acting as an MC invites each group to present an MC script invidually, in 
pairs or in groups 
8. Facilitator comments each group presentation. 
9. Facilitator awards group and participant of the week with a trophy that they can win 
every meeting.. 
10. Facilitator invites volunteer(s) to be the MC(s) for the next meeting. It expected that 
the students learn how to host an English Club activity in upcoming meetings from the 
model given by the facilitator. 
11. Facilitator acting as an MC leads the class to sing  “SING YOUR WAY HOME” as 
CLOSING THEME SONG. Partipants may put their stuffs back to their bags while 
singing the closing song and get out of English club room one by one. The class 
activityfor one meeting is over.   
 
Main activities 
This part is called main activities because starting from this meeting students are 
expected to take over the whole procedure of an English Club activity. The faciliator only 
responsible for presenting, modeling topic and commenting group presentation. As stated in 
the Model part, before ending the session, the facilitator should have prepared students who 
are going to be the MC for present meeting. They may read script if they are not ready with 
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impromtu master of ceremeony presentation. The complete procedure can be seen fro the 
following figure: 
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RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
This suggested procedure is believed to have  met the principles of a good English Club. 
As Ewens (2014) points out that a good English club should meet the following principles: 1) 
a good English club should be participant-centred, 2) a good English club plays and important 
social role, 3) a good English club is fun. Dealing with those principles, this procedure 
provides partipant-centered. It can be seen from the figure, most of the activities are held by 
participants, either as MCs, or performers. The role of facilitators are limited to present topic, 
give the model, assign groups with permance project and comment each of the performance. 
This model also provides opportunity for the participants to develop their social role by 
collaborating to achieve group performance project. This model also full of fun and enjoyable 
activity during the English Club session. Singing theme  songs, presenting group chants, 
performing group projects, and listening to award presentation are examples of fun and 
enjoyable activities. 
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